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ACT I Meeting Minutes

February 25, 2010
In Attendance:  Jennifer Barton, Patricia Beson, Carole Betzner, Renne Chilson, Theresa Sevrence, Tonya Lackey, Nancy Nagle, Wendy Nowak, Jill Pastor, Scott Piestrak, MaryLou Provost, JoLinda Russell, Charlotte Stanley, Pat Sumara, Mike Toschi, and Megan Whitmore.

Minutes Approval:  Approval moved by Nancy Nagle, seconded by Jill Pastor.  Approved as written.  
Elementary School Updates

Since fall, third, fourth and fifth grades have parent access to grades and attendance in Powerschool.   Parental access statistics are available on the admin side.  Contact Wendy Nowak for information on how to do this.  

Since we last met, Megan Whitmore (4th grade Chormann) did win the NCTI Technology in the Works Competition for a grant of $15,000. The competition funds innovative research for at-risk students and parallels the research work she is already doing with the iPod Touches.  She traveled to Washington D.C. for the NCTI conference in November.  Megan also won the MACUL grant of $1500 last summer.   

Middle School Updates

The middle school computer labs and teacher stations were replaced last summer with ARRA money, specifically PLTW labs – which has generated greater student interest in STEM courses.  PLTW teachers are doing a great job at implementation.  

Title I initiatives (stimulus money) brought in quite a bit of technology for both middle schools and elementary.  Approximately 30 mimios were brought in, projectors were installed, document cameras and projectors came in with textbook adoptions.

High School Updates
A few mimios and projectors were brought in.  Four labs along with Jason Martin and John Nasarzewski’s classrooms were replaced with Vocational money and ARRA stimulus money.

Teacher stations and other two labs need to be replaced as part of the standard replacement cycle, but we are not optimistic about the financial future for this.

Another future issue is network electronics which are 11 years old.  Network electronics are very expensive, estimated for us at one million dollars.  This is the basis for our network that people don’t see.  

Asher Updates

Asher has finally had their network electronics replaced to build a solid network for the first time.   They have a new portable classroom and a new science classroom.

New windows, heating and ventilation has also been renovated.

Beacon Updates

Beacon moved to a River Rouge elementary building over the summer.    The new building is much nicer, brighter and physically better.
Beacon has quite a bit of stimulus money coming in and they are working on a plan for spending and implementation.
Curriculum Update

Computer science courses have been going well.  Mike Toschi has met with the technology teachers twice this year on Monday mornings.  We can’t move forward in adding more computer science courses due to a lack of funds right now.

All computer teachers are working on assessments and plan on entering them into Tapestry.

Tapestry implementation is moving along.  Initial training for lead teachers was January 20 and 21.   Tapestry is, in essence, a three-part program – a virtual classroom, an assessment program and an analysis program.   Our next training will be April 20 and 21 for administrators and teachers.  Information will be distributed regarding this training.

April 28 is a district ½ day in which Tapestry will be discussed district-wide.  Materials for the lead trainers for this day will be provided through Wendy Nowak. 

Elementary Math benchmark tests, MEAP released items from 06-07-08 will be entered for all tested grades and subject areas.  Pearson will be entering all of our Examview bank items into Tapestry as well.

Nancy stated RESA will still provide training on how to build a valid and reliable assessment.

Professional Development Update
Theresa Sevrence reported on the trainings she has provided for the district this year.  She has spent quite a bit of time at the elementary buildings because of the new technology brought in with stimulus money (Mimios, projectors, document cameras).  She has been in a building for tech support and training every Monday PD this year.

Theresa held a full-day Google Earth for CEUs that was very successful.  She has distributed information on Mimio Connect webinars that teachers can virtually attend and earn CEUs.

Theresa provided specialized technology trainings for Music and Art district-wide, DMS Social Studies and English departments and the 9th grade special education teachers. Nancy Nagle reported that Federal IIA money can only be used for professional development costs and this is how all these sessions were funded. 

Theresa is also in the process of offering a ½ day Mimio training for CEUs.  She will email any further information.

The state of Michigan is implementing a state-level database for CEUs effective 
March 1.   It is intended to simplify the process for teachers collecting CEUs.  Nancy Nagle will be sending out more information regarding this new system and how it affects the Southgate PD site.

District Update and Concerns

There have been 2.5 full time staff reductions in the technology department this year.  Mike Toschi said he will continue to be cost effective.  If more reductions are necessary, he will take the steps to implement those reductions.

Powerteacher Gradebook (entirely web-based) is being used by all teaching staff this year.  Powergrade is not used anymore.  The transition was pretty smooth.  More standards functionality will be incorporated in Version 2.0.   Tapestry assessments eventually will populate the gradebook automatically.   

MaryLou reported that the state approved the consolidation application for Title II D money for Tech Innovation.  The Title II D money will not be given next year – this year it paid for AlertNow, approximately $11,000.

Jill Pastor indicated that she felt AlertNow could be promoted and used more often throughout the district.

MaryLou Provost also informed the group that the SurveyMonkey online survey subscription is available to the district paid for by grant money.  If you need an online survey, please contact Wendy Nowak. 

Congratulations to Megan Whitmore  - she won the MACUL Technology Using Teacher of the Year 2010.  She will be awarded her gift at the MACUL conference March 2010.

Next Meeting:  to be determined
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