ACT I Technology Meeting Minutes

(Action Committee for Technology Integration)

01/25/12

In Attendance: Carole Betzner, Judy Cock, Nancy Nagle, Wendy Nowak, Sandy Parrish, Jill Pastor, Scott Piestrak, Jennifer Richardson, Ellen Robinette, Theresa Sevrence, Cathi Stojkov, Mike Toschi
Minutes Approval:  December 1, 2011 minutes amended to include Cathy Stojkov for the Asher update.  Approval motioned by Nancy Nagle, seconded by Jennifer Richardson, approved as amended.

Elementary School Updates

None 

Middle School Updates

None

High School Updates

None

Asher Updates

None

Beacon Update

None

Curriculum Update

Jill Pastor reported that approximately $27,000 worth of technology will be purchased for the elementary buildings.  Items include docucams, projectors, mimios, and iPads.   Items were decided upon based on building need.  This will be funded with grant monies.

iCurio training has been rescheduled from January 30 to February 28.   Participants have been notified.   iCurio is the new NetTrekker.com site.

Professional Development Update

Theresa is continuing to train teachers in the use of Mimio, CPS, docucams, iPods, and projectors.   She is also working with some administrative assistants who have requested training in Adobe Pro and teaching them to convert documents into interactive forms.

Theresa is starting a Mobile Device Users Group for teachers interested in sharing mobile resources and curriculum.  She will be sending out a survey to gather interested parties.  

District Issues
Mike talked about other devices besides the iPad such as the Chromebook by Google.  It is basically a watered-down laptop. There are more and more apps being developed that can be accessed through the Chrome browser.  The publishing houses are sure to get on board with this and will most likely offer free Chromebooks or other such devices with the purchase of online textbooks.

Cathi Stojkov (Asher) talked about www.iNACOL.org (International Association for K-12 Online Learning) that has the webcasts from conferences and offers webinars with free apps.  

Nancy Nagle moved to approve the new SCSD Acceptable Use Policy for staff and students.  Seconded by Scott Piestrak.   Approved as written.  It will now go before the Board for approval to be implemented in the Fall of 2012.

Wendy reported that there is a survey out for elementary teachers asking if they would like to change the PowerSchool conversion scale for standards now or in the summer.  As of today, there are 76% who would like to wait until summer to make the change.  The survey closes tomorrow and results will be sent out on Friday, January 27.

Jennifer Richardson asked when Google Docs would be available to all.  Mike stated that it still has some shortcomings and it can’t be rolled out until those issues are addressed.  The main reason for converting to Google Docs is to avoid paying the upgrade fee for Microsoft Office.  

Jennifer also asked about administrators receiving iPads.  Jill responded that administrators will have the option to take 20 to 30 hours of online courses over the summer and will be compensated with an iPad in lieu of a stipend if they pass the course.  The online course deals with software to help in effectively evaluating teachers.  
Attendees were asked to prioritize the technology ideas/concerns list by choosing what they feel are the top five most critical items for the committee to address.   A survey for this was sent to ACT I members on Thursday, January 26.   All members should respond to the survey by Friday, February 3.

Next Meeting:  TBA
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